Introduction
Since the mid-to-late 1980s London and New York, and to a lesser extent Paris, have become global cities or 'command points' in the world economy, concentrating headquarters of the international financial system alongside producer and consumer services (Fainstein and Harloe 2003: 159) , and are connected more to one another than to their national hinterlands (Sassen 2001) . There has also been a sharpening of inequality within these cities and also between these cities and provincial cities and regions in their respective countries (Sassen 2006: 7-8 ; for London specifically see Buck et al. 2002 ). Yet it is surprising how little scrutiny has been devoted to the impact on the hinterlands, especially in relation to sociological, cultural and political effects (see Fishman 1987; Scott 1988; Phelps and Parsons 2003 for spatial and economic analyses). As global cities continue to concentrate market activity, consumption, financial and legal services and operate as informational nodes whilst requiring low-wage labour to service the activities and lifestyles of new professional elites, it has become more imperative than ever for new immigrants to access the city. Yet the 'transitional zones' that were once a feature of the central metropolis are shrinking or disappearing, or have become closed to newcomers. For example, Zukin (1987) argues that one of the most severe blows against existing populations in gentrifying areas is the removal of low-price rental housing: single-room occupancy hotels where residents pay by the night or week. Moreover, as Waldinger (1987: 3) suggests, old ghetto areas rarely provide accommodation for new immigrants, because of their accelerated abandonment on the one hand and their gentrification on the other. The inner city has undergone a functional decline and a structural transformation. What is left of the inner cities, often in the form of 'second ghetto' public housing, represents merely the margins or dividing lines between gentrified neighbourhoods, self-consciously 'cosmopolitan' consumption and entertainment zones (which often incorporate new media workplaces) and financial centres. For example, as Butler and Hamnett (2009: 52) state, it is no exaggeration to say that housing estates are now the only exception to an almost wholly gentrified inner London.
The functional decline and structural transformation of the inner city has contributed to a crisis of reproduction for the metropolis. As Sassen (2006: 199) argues, devalued sectors of the urban economy are now fulfilling crucial functions for the centre. Consequently, locations on the periphery suffering from disinvestment are being drawn into a new functional relationship and are emerging as unlikely meeting points for new immigrants seeking access to the city and also as places of dwelling for groups -often old immigrants -priced out of the city. These dislocated and often fractious sites comprise 'outer-inner cities' -spaces that perform some of the functions of the 20th century inner city whilst displaying distinctive features of their own. They are relational, diasporic spaces that serve almost as metropolitan fractals -pieces of the city that in microcosm contain the whole, or at least the missing urban element (Body-Gendrot 2000: 21) .
Yet this analysis is not only attentive to the functional transformations of city space. It also focuses on 'race' and conviviality, in particular how these aspects combine to produce 'expressive cultures' (Gilroy 1987) that are also determined in some sense by the centrality or peripheral urban location of their enunciation. For example, the lyrics that open this chapter from Parliament's (1975) track 'Chocolate City' speak from a position of centrality. They reference how, although African Americans were not given the forty acres a mule they were promised when freed from slavery, they did eventually come to 'own' several US cities, in the sense that after decades of the Great Migration many cities in the north became majority black cities or, as the song states, 'chocolate cities'. Of course, many of the cities listed in the song, such as Newark and Gary, in the post-industrial era of global city dominance no longer comprise centres, but rather the new peripheries decimated by deindustrialisation, disinvestment and population loss.
This chapter is based upon an analysis of New York City. It considers first the inner city, especially the cultural and political importance of
